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OCI No. 1557/63

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
~Office of Current Intelligence
27 May 1963

CURRENT INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Peiping Propaganda on Birmingham Rioting

1. In contrast to the heavy play given to US
racial problems by Moscow since early May, Peiping
has given the Birmingham story routine treatment in
both press and radio. Brief news stories have been
carried, with the usual distortions for propaganda
emphasis, but there have been no major commentaries.
In the Peiping People's Daily, available through 14
May, the riots have been noted only on the foreign
news page (page 4). Photographs of rioters appeared
on 7 and 9 May.

2. In its press and radio handling of the news
stories, Peiping has stressed two propaganda themes:
the militancy of the Negroes and Washington's pur-
ported cooperation with Alabama police in suppress-
ing rights.

3. Excerpts from typical samples of Peiping's
reporting are quoted below:

--6 May: In its initial coverage, NCNA
noted that "ever since the current antisegre-
gation campaign started in Birmingham, the
Negro people in this city from children to
adults have demonstrated solidarity and mili-
tancy." According to NCNA, when police at-
tacked demonstrating Negroes with fire hoses,
dogs, and truncheons, "the unarmed Negro dem-
onstrators fought back in self-defense with
rocks, bricks, and bottles. Hundreds of the
demonstrators regrouped again and again,
and there was more fighting."
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-=7 May: See attached news photo from the
People™s Daily. Caption reads, "Negroes op-
posing racial discrimination have engaged in
major demonstrations the past few days in Birm-
ingham, a large city in the southern US. The
authorities used extremely ferocious methods

to quell the rioters. This picture, taken 3
May, shows a policeman in public releasing a
police dog to bite a Negro demonstrator."

-=9 May: See attached photo. Caption
reads "American Negroes in Birmingham demon-

strate against racial discrimination."

~--14 May: A domestic service broadcast
stated that President Kennedy, 'throwing off
his hypocritical mask completely, issued a
statement on 12 May announcing that he had
directed Defense Secretary McNamara to dis-
patch troops to Birmingham "to join the sup-
pression there." Radio Peiping added that
the attorney general had recently called
meetings "to plan to deal with the Birming-
ham Negroes' demonstrations" and that the
Negroes in Birmingham have decided to stage
bigger demonstrations '"to protest against
the reactionary authorities' suppression and
to realize their demand for racial equality."

—=-23 May: A typical NCNA broadcast noted
that "American Negroes continue their demon-

strations against racial discrimination in
cities in the southern United States, in spite
of persecution by racists, according to Wash-
ington reports.” Demonstrations and arrests
in Greensboro and Birmingham were noted. '"De-
spite the mass arrests, the Negroes continue
to fight,” chiefly by boycotting stores owned
by whites. Nevertheless, "with the conhivance
and support of the Kennedy administration, the
racists continue to be unscrupulous in their
attitude."

Approved For Release 10N 3 /NCFT{00429A001100040036-2



Approved For Release 2006/05/24 : CIA-RDP79T00429A001100040036-2

arsemlilm -

-\
&5

MEIR LR BE>-®-H | AE ABASmii2m]lm
SETASAREEM

) EEAzRpSEIRnr BHXNER

SREESHREESD

") BEER

=

ESFE AR B m i -3

Ml JAE

7 May 1963, page 4

PEIPING PEOPLE'S DAILY

SR AR AR 3 BB i

9 May 1963, page 4

Approved For Release 2006/05/24 : CIA-RDP79T00429A001100040036-2



